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7Editors’ preface
With this volume, the editors wish to acknowledge their deepest respect to Gerrit van der Kooij. Considering 
his long-term commitment and interest in the archaeology of the Jordan Valley, no other theme for such a 
publication could be more suitable. We were however aware and a little sad that this scheme meant leaving out 
many friends and colleagues who might have liked to offer the honouree their tribute.
Gerrit van der Kooij was born in Schipluiden on the 22nd of October, 1944. His professional connection with 
Leiden University began in 1974 as a research assistant at the Faculty of Theology. In 1976, Gerrit van der 
Kooij was appointed to what later became the Faculty of Archaeology as a research assistant, continuing later 
as lecturer for the archaeology of Palestine. He is the initiator of several research projects and has supervised 
many students. Since 1979 he jointly led the Tell Deir ‘Allā Regional Project (Jordan) and since 1998 the Khirbet 
Bal’ama Archaeological Project (Palestine). Gerrit is known as a passionate teacher with a fervent intellectual 
curiosity in the ancient Near East. 
Gerrit van der Kooij has always seen the Jordan Valley as a place of many different facets: a barrier as well as 
a demographic centre, a steppe region as well as a fertile agricultural zone, and a region with a mix of different 
ethnic groups, cultures and ideas. This volume of essays, written by some of his friends and colleagues, attempts 
to reflect both the breadth and depth of Gerrit’s contribution to the archaeology of the Jordan Valley, as well as 
his eye for detail and his recognition of the importance of seemingly insignificant phenomena. 
We are grateful for the enthusiasm and support of all the scholars who have contributed to this volume and we 
thank the Faculty of Archaeology of Leiden University for its generous contribution to the publication costs.
Eva Kaptijn and Lucas P. Petit
Leiden, November 2009

